
 

Local 9705 Covid-19 Statement  

March 26, 2020 

To the Unionized Membership of Local 9705, 

At all levels your Union is working directly with management at each company and with the 

Provincial and Federal governments. 

Our Local is a diverse one and is facing an extremely wide range of challenges. Many of our 

members have been laid off, suffered significant reductions in hours, been forced to stay home 

due to government and company restrictions. We are facing very real dangers, stress and fears 

from having to interact directly with the public and in complicated and changing worksites.  

Shifts have been changed, homelives have been disrupted and lives have been thrown into 

disarray.  In some cases the worst has happened and our members or their families have 

become ill.   I truly feel for all of you and the stories coming to me every day are heartbreaking.  

In our Local, every single company has been dealing with me directly, keeping me informed and 

dealing with issues as they come.  We have an understanding that everyone is doing the best 

that they can in order to keep us and our communities safe, while balancing the needs of 

people to be able to have the means of carrying on in their lives.  We are working together 

honestly and in good faith to address issues as quickly as possible and to correct problems as 

they arise.   

However, these are unprecedented conditions that none of us have ever encountered before. 

There is no road map for this situation and the road ahead is changing day by day and minute 

by minute.  Not every decision has been fast enough, or perfect, and many have had to be 

made without being able to see the full impacts down the road, some have been mistakes.  But 

we are all working together, Union and all the Company’s, to fix problems as well as we can and 

address issues that come out of this as they occur. I assure you, everyone is putting in every 

effort to try and make this right. 

I need all of you to help me in doing this, by following the instructions of health care 

professionals, communicating honestly and openly with your area managers, following 

company policies as they come out, and working together to come up with solutions at the 

floor level rather than relying on those above to do it for you.  We can address specific, nonlife 

threatening issues that arise at a later date and retroactively if necessary and I will do 

everything in my power to assure that no one is being taken advantage of in this situation.  



What is most important now is finding real, workable solutions to what you are encountering in 

order to keep people as safe as possible. To do this we all need to take responsibility for 

ourselves and do our part.  We all need to actively take part in finding those solutions in good 

faith and work together to do what is best for everyone. 

I will continue to try and keep you all informed as much as possible.  Please look out for each 

other, we are all on the same side in this, the enemy is the disease and the health care crisis 

that it brings with it.  We will all need to support each other in the days and weeks to come, if 

we do this we will come out stronger and better as a whole.    

Thank you all, stay safe, help each other and stay strong!  

 

Ron McKenzie  

President, USW Local 9705  


